
The best examples of Pinot Noir reflect the character of 

where they came from. Pinot’s native home and ultimate 

reference point is Burgundy, but California, Oregon, Austra-

lia and New Zealand are now established as alternate sourc-

es of Pinot Noir greatness, yielding pure expressions of their 

respective terroirs. The selection here highlights some of 

the best styles from recent tastings, including U.S. favor-

ites like Domaine Serene and Aubert. Also in this edition: 

Châteauneuf-du-Papes from the near-perfect 2016 vintage, 

powerhouses from Spain, and four top-notch Hot Wines.
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NEW WORLD PINOT NOIR
DOMAINE SERENE
Pinot Noir Dundee Hills Côte Sud Vineyard 2016
95 points | $100 | 360 cases made | Red

Gorgeous, polished and rich, yet effortlessly complex, offering expressive 
cherry and strawberry flavors that gather accents of smoky cinnamon and 
orange peel as this glides toward refined tannins. Drink now through 2027. 
From Oregon.—T.F.

AUBERT
Pinot Noir Sonoma Coast UV Vineyard 2017
94 points | $85 | 707 cases made | Red 

Juicy and well-sculpted, with dried rose petal, raspberry tart and crushed 
dark plum flavors, supported by medium-grained tannins and lively acidity. 
Red licorice accents emerge on the fresh, minerally finish. Drink now through 
2024. From California.—K.M.

BURN COTTAGE
Pinot Noir Central Otago Burn Cottage Vineyard 2016
94 points | $65 | 500 cases imported | Red

Elegant and focused, featuring fresh raspberry and cherry flavors at the core, 
with a creamy texture, accents of cinnamon and clove, and dried herbal and 
black tea notes echoing in the background. All the elements are harmonious 
on the long finish. Drink now through 2033. From New Zealand.—M.W.

BURN COTTAGE
Pinot Noir Central Otago Moonlight Race 2016
94 points | $45 | 300 cases imported | Red

Generous, stylish, spicy and expressive, with plump blackberry, clove and 
plum flavors wrapped around a thread of black licorice. The texture is 
smooth and lush, while the tannins provide appealing traction on the finish, 
where a fresh green sage note comes in. Drink now through 2033. From New 
Zealand.—M.W.

GOLDENEYE
Pinot Noir Anderson Valley Confluence Vineyard 2016
94 points | $86 | 521 cases made | Red

Offers a lilting floral aroma, with flavors to match, as well as a delicate mix of 
fresh-crushed red fruit and dried berry elements. Weighty and rich 
midpalate, featuring a long and contoured finish, loaded with engaging 
minerality and hints of dried meat and underbrush. Complex and well-craft-
ed. Drink now through 2024. From California.—K.M.

PENNER-ASH
Pinot Noir Eola-Amity Hills Zena Crown Vineyard 2016
94 points | $72 | 700 cases made | Red

Supple and sleek, with elegantly layered violet, raspberry and orange peel 
flavors that build richness and expression on a long finish. Drink now through 
2026. From Oregon.—T.F.
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Domaine Serene in Oregon (Photo by John Valls)
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NEW WORLD PINOT NOIR
DOMAINE SERENE
Pinot Noir Dundee Hills Côte Sud Vineyard 2016
95 points | $100 | 360 cases made | Red

Gorgeous, polished and rich, yet effortlessly complex, offering expressive 
cherry and strawberry flavors that gather accents of smoky cinnamon and 
orange peel as this glides toward refined tannins. Drink now through 2027. 
From Oregon.—T.F.

AUBERT
Pinot Noir Sonoma Coast UV Vineyard 2017
94 points | $85 | 707 cases made | Red 

Juicy and well-sculpted, with dried rose petal, raspberry tart and crushed 
dark plum flavors, supported by medium-grained tannins and lively acidity. 
Red licorice accents emerge on the fresh, minerally finish. Drink now through 
2024. From California.—K.M.

BURN COTTAGE
Pinot Noir Central Otago Burn Cottage Vineyard 2016
94 points | $65 | 500 cases imported | Red

Elegant and focused, featuring fresh raspberry and cherry flavors at the core, 
with a creamy texture, accents of cinnamon and clove, and dried herbal and 
black tea notes echoing in the background. All the elements are harmonious 
on the long finish. Drink now through 2033. From New Zealand.—M.W.

BURN COTTAGE
Pinot Noir Central Otago Moonlight Race 2016
94 points | $45 | 300 cases imported | Red

Generous, stylish, spicy and expressive, with plump blackberry, clove and 
plum flavors wrapped around a thread of black licorice. The texture is 
smooth and lush, while the tannins provide appealing traction on the finish, 
where a fresh green sage note comes in. Drink now through 2033. From New 
Zealand.—M.W.

GOLDENEYE
Pinot Noir Anderson Valley Confluence Vineyard 2016
94 points | $86 | 521 cases made | Red

Offers a lilting floral aroma, with flavors to match, as well as a delicate mix of 
fresh-crushed red fruit and dried berry elements. Weighty and rich 
midpalate, featuring a long and contoured finish, loaded with engaging 
minerality and hints of dried meat and underbrush. Complex and well-craft-
ed. Drink now through 2024. From California.—K.M.

PENNER-ASH
Pinot Noir Eola-Amity Hills Zena Crown Vineyard 2016
94 points | $72 | 700 cases made | Red

Supple and sleek, with elegantly layered violet, raspberry and orange peel 
flavors that build richness and expression on a long finish. Drink now through 
2026. From Oregon.—T.F.
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PENNER-ASH
Pinot Noir Yamhill-Carlton District Estate Vineyard 2016
93 points | $72 | 1,000 cases made | Red 

Svelte and harmonious, with expressive raspberry, clove and orange peel 
flavors that build richness and polish on the long finish. Drink now through 
2026. From Oregon.—T.F.

PURPLE HANDS
Pinot Noir Dundee Hills Freedom Hill Vineyard 2017
93 points | $55 | 600 cases made | Red 

Plush and vibrant, with well-structured raspberry, green tea and savory spice 
flavors that build richness and tannins on a zesty finish. Drink now through 
2026. From Oregon. —T.F.

VALLI
Pinot Noir Central Otago Bendigo Vineyard 2016
93 points | $59 | 25 cases imported | Red 

Distinctly spicy, with sarsaparilla, clove and cedar notes that mingle with 
dense blackberry and blueberry flavors. The tannins are firm, the acidity 
fresh. Details of sandalwood and cigar box linger on the finish. Drink now 
through 2034. From New Zealand.—M.W.

DALRYMPLE
Pinot Noir Tasmania Pipers River 2017
92 points | $53 | 100 cases imported | Red 

Fresh, with ripe strawberry and raspberry flavors, accented by dried 
lavender, matcha green tea, forest floor and white pepper details, set on a 
supple, smooth frame. Drink now through 2029. From Australia.—M.W.

VALLI
Pinot Noir Central Otago Gibbston Vineyard 2016
92 points | $59 | 25 cases imported | Red 

Shows presence and structure, with herbal and licorice notes setting up the 
framework for the dense and spicy blackberry and cherry flavors at the core. 
Fine-grained tannins and spicy black tea details fan out on the finish. Drink 
now through 2033. From New Zealand.—M.W.

FRANCE 
Rhône/Châteauneuf-du-Pape
CHÂTEAU DE BEAUCASTEL
Châteauneuf-du-Pape 2016
97 points | $107 | 3,500 cases imported | Red 

Youthfully reticent, but warm and polished in feel, with a large core of cassis, 
raspberry and cherry puree notes lying in wait for now. Threads of red 
licorice, warm stone and singed mesquite and cedar emerge steadily 
through the lengthy finish as the fruit unwinds slowly. Concentrated yet 
precise. Sock this away in the cellar. Best from 2023 through 2040.—J.M.

ROTEM & MOUNIR SAOUMA
Châteauneuf-du-Pape Omnia 2016
97 points | $107 | 125 cases imported | Red 

Sublime, with a beguiling mouthfeel to the layers of cherry puree, steeped 
plum and warmed raspberry coulis fruit flavors, melded with rooibos tea, 
bergamot, incense and jasmine notes. The long finish features subtle 
minerality and remarkable persistence, seeming to move with grace. Best 
from 2021 through 2045.—J.M.

PENNER-ASH
Pinot Noir Willamette Valley Pas De Nom 2016
94 points | $135 | 300 cases made | Red 

Impressively structured and expressive, this features refined raspberry and 
cherry flavors, accented by orange peel, smoky spice and clove notes, building 
drama toward polished tannins. Drink now through 2026. From Oregon.—T.F.

PENNER-ASH
Pinot Noir Yamhill-Carlton District Shea Vineyard 2016
94 points | $72 | 1,100 cases made | Red 

Elegant yet dynamic, with violet, raspberry and spiced cinnamon flavors that 
build richness and structure toward refined tannins. Drink now through 2026. 
From Oregon.—T.F.

PURPLE HANDS
Pinot Noir Dundee Hills Holstein Vineyard 2017
94 points | $55 | 600 cases made | Red 

Vivid raspberry, pomegranate and rose petal aromas lead to supple and 
well-built flavors that build richness and vibrancy on a lingering finish. Drink 
now through 2026. From Oregon.—T.F.

BREWER-CLIFTON
Pinot Noir Sta. Rita Hills Hapgood 2017
93 points | $65 | 100 cases made | Red 

Powerful, extracted and full of concentrated dark currant, dried blackberry 
and cherry tart flavors that are well-structured. Hints of slate and mocha 
show midpalate, with a finish of dried green herbs. Drink now through 2024. 
From California.—K.M.

DOMAINE SERENE
Pinot Noir Dundee Hills Two Barns Vineyard 2016
93 points | $95 | 756 cases made | Red

Precise and sleek, with a delicate, brooding core of complexity sealed in 
expressive black tea, stony mineral and savory cinnamon flavors. Drink now 
through 2026. From Oregon.—T.F.

DOMAINE SERENE
Pinot Noir Willamette Valley Evenstad Reserve 2016
93 points | $75 | 7,291 cases made | Red

Refined and stately in style, offering elegantly complex raspberry and cherry 
flavors, with orange peel and clove notes, gaining structure toward polished 
tannins. Drink now through 2026. From Oregon.—T.F.

DOMAINE SERENE
Pinot Noir Yamhill-Carlton District Abbey Oaks  
Vineyard 2016
93 points | $90 | 253 cases made | Red

Lithe and focused, with refined raspberry and cherry flavors that take on 
spiced cinnamon and orange zest accents toward polished tannins. Drink 
now through 2026. From Oregon.—T.F.

LINGUA FRANCA
Pinot Noir Eola-Amity Hills Lingua Franca Estate 2017
93 points | $55 | 800 cases made | Red

A wine with presence and a tight but refined core of bright acidity and 
tannins, framed by expressive rose petal, raspberry and river stone accents. 
Best from 2020 through 2027. From Oregon. —T.F.
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