
WEST COAST REDS AND SUMPTUOUS OLD WORLD PICKS compose this week's Wine Spec-

tator Insider, with wines from California, Oregon and France, up to 96 points. This is a report of the 

most exciting wines our editors have discovered in the tasting room in recent weeks.

Napa Cabernets from PlumpJack and Odette deliver massive flavor, while elegant Oregon Pinot 

Noirs from Purple Hands and Alexana impress. From France, Rhône leaders Tardieu-Laurent and Do-

maine de la Charbonnière stand alongside Burgundy masters Chandon de Briailles and Ramonet. 

Seven great values scored 90-plus points and cost $40 or less. Turn to page 4 for the five Hot Wines.
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CALIFORNIA 
Cabernet Sauvignon & Merlot
ODETTE
Cabernet Sauvignon Stags Leap District Reserve 2014
94 points | $300 | 450 cases made | Red

Makes a persuasive case for size and success, as this is a rich, 

full-blown effort, with tiers of dark berry, mocha and licorice 

flavors, framed by cedary oak and finishing with a long, nuanced 

aftertaste that keeps revealing extra facets. Best from 2020 

through 2033.—J.L.

VERMEIL
Cabernet Sauvignon Calistoga Rosedale Block 2014
94 points | $150 | 97 cases made | Red

Plump and juicy, driven by a core of vibrant blackberry, spice and 

floral scents. The oak plays in the background. Drink now through 

2032.—J.L.

PHIFER PAVITT
Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley Date Night 2014
92 points | $85 | 1,005 cases made | Red

Young and potent, sufficiently chewy and tannic, yet the rustic 

flavors of dark berry, loamy crushed rock and savory herb fall into 

place. Let this slumber. Best from 2021 through 2031.—J.L.

POST PARADE
Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley 2015
92 points | $100 | 367 cases made | Red

Smoky oak, mocha and dark berry flavors form the core in this 

rich, elegant offering, with deep and persistent fruit offering a 

measure of elegance and finesse. Drink now through 2030.—J.L.

SHIBUMI KNOLL
Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley Shibumi Vineyard 2014
92 points | $95 | 135 cases made | Red

Pure and rich, with a supple, juicy center of blackberry, plum and 

currant flavors. Both tight and fleshy, as the texture shows a 

measure of generosity. Drink now through 2032.—J.L.

PRIDE
Claret Reserve Sonoma-Napa Counties 2014
91 points | $145 | 535 cases made | Red

A plush red, with an abundance of red fruit flavors flanked by 

savory notes. Mineral and herbal accents show on the finish. 

Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon. Drink now through 2021.—K.M.

PRIDE
Merlot Napa-Sonoma Counties 2014
91 points | $60 | 4,681 cases made | Red

Powerful, with good cut to the well-structured flavors of dark 

currant, plum and blackberry, supported by firm tannins. Dark 

chocolate and Asian spice notes fill the savory and lip-smacking 

finish. Drink now through 2022.—K.M.
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95–100 Classic
90–94 Outstanding
85–89 Very good
80–84 Good
75–79 Mediocre
50–74 Not recommended

WINE SPECTATOR’S TASTERS

The Most Experienced Team of Wine Journalists in the World
Wine Spectator’s tasting staff includes 16 tasters and tast-
ing coordinators in two offices. They work together to review 
nearly 20,000 wines each year, more than any other publication. 
Together, our 11 tasters count more than 220 years of tasting 
experience.
 We always taste wine blind, in our offices in Napa and New 
York. This is your guarantee that our reviews are fair and objec-
tive, and that a wine’s reputation or price does not influence its 
score. Each editor specializes in the wines of specific regions; 
initials appended to the review identify the taster of each wine. 
We score wines using the 100-point scale (see green box).

James Laube Senior editor, Napa 
Joined Wine Spectator in 1983. Tasting beat: California

Harvey Steiman Editor at large, San Francisco 
Joined Wine Spectator in 1984. Tasting beat: At large

Kim Marcus Senior editor, Napa 
Joined Wine Spectator in 1988. Tasting beat: 
Argentina, California, Chile

Thomas Matthews Executive editor, New York 
Joined Wine Spectator in 1988. Tasting beat: 
Spain

Bruce Sanderson Senior editor, New York 
Joined Wine Spectator in 1993. Tasting beat: Austria, Burgundy, 
Italy

James Molesworth Senior editor, New York 
Joined Wine Spectator in 1997. Tasting beat: Bordeaux, Loire 
Valley, Port, Rhône Valley, South Africa

MaryAnn Worobiec Senior editor, Napa 
Joined Wine Spectator in 1997. Tasting beat: Australia,  
California, New Zealand

Alison Napjus Senior editor and tasting director, New York 
Joined Wine Spectator in 2000. Tasting beat: Alsace,  
Champagne, Italy

Tim Fish Senior editor, Napa  
Joined Wine Spectator in 2001. Tasting beat: California, Oregon, 

Washington

Gillian Sciaretta Tasting coordinator, New York 
Joined Wine Spectator in 2012. Tasting beat: 
France, Portugal

Aleksandar Zecevic, Associate tasting  
coordinator, New York 
Joined Wine Spectator in 2013. Tasting beat: 
Germany

TARDIEU-LAURENT
Châteauneuf-du-Pape Cuvée Speciale 2015
96 points | $78 | 10 cases imported | Red

This is loaded with beautiful plum, cassis and boysenberry 

reduction flavors that glide through, inlaid with light bramble, 

licorice root and tobacco notes. A long, energetic iron accent adds 

a glistening hint to the finish. Best from 2020 through 2040. From 

France.—J.M.

DOMAINE DE LA CHARBONNIÈRE
Châteauneuf-du-Pape Cuvée Vieilles Vignes 2015
95 points | $58 | 28 cases imported | Red

A lovely licorice snap note leads off, followed quickly by crushed 

raspberry, blackberry and boysenberry fruit flavors. Rich yet 

restrained, with light shiso leaf, iron and incense details weaving 

throughout. The silky finish lets the fruit linger with a sustained 

hum. Grenache and Mourvèdre. Drink now through 2035. From 

France.—J.M.

DOMAINE DE LA CHARBONNIÈRE
Châteauneuf-du-Pape Les Hautes Brusquières Cuvée 
Spéciale 2015
95 points | $58 | 28 cases imported | Red

Gorgeous, with red currant, fig, boysenberry and blackberry paste 

flavors that run along in unison, while tightly focused graphite, 

oolong tea and singed anise hints run underneath. Drips with fruit 

but has energy and persistence, with a mineral echo adding cut on 

the finish. Grenache, Syrah and Counoise. Drink now through 

2035. From France.—J.M.

PLUMPJACK
Cabernet Sauvignon Oakville McWilliams Oakville 
Vineyard Reserve 2014
95 points | $300 | 600 cases made | Red

Strikingly complex and refined, with a polished core of zesty 

blackberry, loamy earth and smoky, mocha-scented oak, giving an 

overall impression of finesse and grace. Drink now through 2033. 

From California.—J.L.

TARDIEU-LAURENT
Châteauneuf-du-Pape 2015
95 points | $56 | 40 cases imported | Red

Rock-solid, with a core of kirsch, raspberry coulis and bitter plum 

fruit liberally laced with brambly grip, strong oolong tea and dried 

star anise notes. Shows a lovely tug of tar at the very end. Still 

very coiled up. For the cellar. Best from 2020 through 2035. From 

France.—J.M.
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HOT WINES
These are the most exciting discoveries from our editors’ most recent tastings, 

published exclusively in Wine Spectator Insider. They are high-scoring wines from 

around the world that may be difficult to find, but are worth seeking out.

PURPLE HANDS
Pinot Noir Dundee Hills Kropf Vineyard 2015
94 points | $50 | 100 cases made | Red
A velvety wine, with violet and plush raspberry aromas and supple, layered black cherry and 
toasted spice flavors that linger on the palate. Drink now through 2025.—T.F.


